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THE OPERATION OF COMPANY "E", 1518T INFANTRY
(38TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT CABALLO ISLAND,
27 MARCH 1945-10 APRIL 1945.

(LUZON CAMPAIGN)

(Perszonal Experience of a Company Executive

Officer and Company Commender) :

INTRODUCTION

- "The U, S, Sixth Army opened the Luzon Csmpalgn on 9
Jenuery 1945, in sn smphiblous ssssult landing on beaches
in the Lingayem Gulfl ares of Centrs)l Iuzon with the I and
XIV Corps abresst, the XIV Corps on the right." (1)

The XIV Corps pushed rapldly socuthward through the
Central plains end into Manila. On 4 March 1945, Manila
was geoured snd occupied By elements of the XIV Corps.
(See Map A) (2) | |

The XI Corps, under Eighth Army centrol, made &n
smphibions assault landiﬁs in the 8an Antionio - San
Narcisco area on 20 January 1946. Control passed to the
Sixth Army on 30 Jamuary 1945. This-fefca{openod Subic
Bay and isolated Batasn Peninsula, (3) (Sge ¥ap A)

On 15 Pebruary 1945, the 1518? RCT, reiﬁfcrced, 38th
Divisidn, secured the southern tip.of Bataan at Marvalles
in a shore te shgfe smphibious operation'frém Sublc Bay.
(8¢e Map A) (4) This force moved east and jolned elements
of the 1st ROT to secure the northern shores of Manila Bay.
(See Map A) (5)

On 16 Pebruary 1945, the 5033 Parachute RCT snd the
3rd Battallon, 34th Infantry, landed on Corregider Island

(1) (2) A-5, p. 13 (3) A-5, ps 2; (4) A~5, pe 51j
Personal knowledge: (5) A-5, p. 51, ‘ .
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and proceeded to destroy the enemy on the island., (See _
Map A) (6) On 24 Pebrusry 1945, the 2nd Battalien, 15lst
Infentry relieved the 3rd Battslien, 34th Infentry on
Garregidor. {(7)

Between 2 March 1945 and 3 April 1945, elements of
the 1llth Airberne Division cleénndnup Japsnese roslstance
on the Southern Coest of Manila Bay im the vieinity of
Ternate in the Province of Cavite, '(803 Map A) (8)

The cembination of all these actions secured the
ground and shores surrounding Menila Bay, (See Map A)
Part of the everall missien of Slxth Amy was to open
Maenila Bey to shipping. (9) |

| While e¢learing Batéan Peninsula of otganized resis-
tance and téking Corregidor Islend opened the North Chammel
to Manila Bay snd permitted Navy minesweepers to start
cleering the North Channel, it 4id not secure the entrance
to Menila Bay, several small islands, Caballo, El Frsaile
snd Carabeo, controlled the Southern Chsnnel, (See Map A)
(10) "Sixth Army Fleld Order 58, 23 March 1945, dlrected
XI Corps to cspture Caballe Island.” (11)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

~ After the redustion of Corregidor snd the departure
of the 503rd Parachute RCT from Corregldor, the Znd Bat-
talion, 151st-Infantry (38 Division), remained to garriaon
and complete mopping up on Corregidor., It 1s at this leoca-
(8) (7) A-5, p. 53; .Perscnal Enowledge; (8) A-8, p.

102, 103; (9) A-5, p. 49; (10) A-5, pe. 56; (11) A-5,
P+ 75’ 78; ‘-6, Pe 141,



tion we find the unit with which we will be further con-
cerned. (See Map B) (12) .

The XI Corps assigned the mission of seiging Caeballo
Island to the 38th Division in Fleld Order #10, dated 23
March 1945, The 15lst Infantry was_asaigned the mission
end the 2nd Battalion was selected as the assemlt bat-
talion, (13)

It was estimated frem documents ceptured on Corregider
that the enemy strength on Csballo was 522. k(l&) These
troops were from assorted units and were primarily Naval
personnel. Thelr combat efficiency was unknown. (15)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

It had been antlcipated that the Z2nd Battalion, 15lst
Infantry, would be assigned the mission of seizing Caballe,
and permisaion had been cbtained to‘send a reconnsissance
patrol to Ceballo on 20 March 1945, .(16) This patfﬁl,
consisting of the 2nd Platoen, Company E, led by the Com-
pany Commander, fouhd that the best beach for lsnding was
on the éast coast of the islsnd, (17) It, also, encounter-
ed heavy resistence from enemy machine gun, rifle ané
morter fire and detenmine& that the enemy's defense wes
concentrated in the dentei of the 1sland, It was impossible
to determine the actual strength of the enemy., However,
the strength was estimated by the patrol to be spproximate-
ly a reinferced campany. The patrol located a few scat-
(12) A-5, pe 78; (13) A-l, p. 50; (14) A-l, p. 50 &

123; (15) ~ (16) Personal Knowledge; (17) Persomal lmow-
ledge; 4-5, pe 78.



tered mines but was unasble to mark them, (18) Orders had
been given for the patrol not to engage 1tself in any fire
fight with the enemy. Thus, it was repulsed from the is-
land by heavy fire before the reconnaissance was ccmpleted,
36 intense and accurate was the enemy fire that most of the
mombers of the patrel returned with bullet holea through
gome part of their clothing or equipment. No one was
seriousaly wounded, (19)

| Plsns for the operation agalnst Caballe were made in
the 2nd Battalion C. P. on Corregidor by the Divisien Com-
mander, Regimental Commander, Battsllen Commsnder and staffl
snd representatives of the Navy and Alr Corps in a confer-
ence held on 25 March 1945. (20) It was declded te estad-

1ish en OP st Monkey Point, on Corregidor, te¢ observe any

enemy activity on Ceballe. (See Map B) (21) The weather
was clear snd observation was good te the north side of the
island. (22) The Battalion Commender made a personal

aerlial reconnaisssnce in an artillery lislison plane,

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The battalion planned to asssult Csballe with Company
E and Company G in column, Company E was to lead the as-
sault snd Compsny G was to follew and mop-up. Compeny F
was to remain st Black Beach on Cerregidor in readiness to
relnferce the attacking uniﬁs, if necessary. Artillery
support consisted of one battalion of 1lOS5mm Howitzers
(18) (19) Personsl Enewledge; (20) A-2, Csballe Island;

(21) A-2 Caballo Island; Personal Knowledge; (22) Personal
Enowledge; ' . :



(minus) on Corregider end one béttory of 155mm Howltzers

from positions at Caebcsben on Batasn. (23) 8lim mortars

of Company H end Company D were set up on Corregider to

fire at meximum renge and support the assamlt, (24) The

alr corps was to soften up the enemy prior te landing by
bombing and strafing, The Navy was to empley two destrayers,'
one on each side of the island, te .engage and fire on any
enemy pesitions lecated in the cliffas facing the seas. (See
Map B) (25) The accomplishment of all these plans would .
permit 8 complete blanket of fire to be laid down on the
entire island,

+

THE COMPANY PLAN

nge Gam#any\commander received the battalion order
and plan of attack lete in the evening en 25 Mareh 1945,
He immediastely started making his plans to employ the com~
pany in compllance with the battalien order, The plan con-
sisted of landing on the east besch with three platoons
abreast. (See Map C) (26) The LMGS were to be attached
to piatoqns. The mortar section of weapons platoon and
Company Headquarters were to fellow in the rear of the
center plateon, The mortar sectlon was to move lnlsnd ap-
proximately fifty yards and set up to support the advance.
Company Hesdquarters was to move on behind the center
platoon to Hill 1 and establish the Compeny C.P. on Hill 1
after 1t had been taken., The company was then to move be
(25) &-1, p., 50; (24) Personal Knowledge; &4~2 Oaballe

Island; (25) Personal EKnowledge; 4-1, p. 50; (26) 4-2
Caballo Island; Personal EKnowledge.
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Hills 2 and 3 on company order. (8ee Map C) (27)

All men in the company at this time had sbout two
months combat experlence on Batasn and Geiregider. Con-
fidence 1n themselves and in their leaders.was good,
¥erale was high,

The enemy situation on Corregidor permltted freedom
of mévament on high ground during deylight,

The preparation and orlentation fei'the operation were
completed on 26 March 1945, The Company Commander took the
officers snd non.commissioned offisers of the company to a
vantage point on Corregidor and went over each phase of the
operation with them, He 1ssued the order for the assault
and mede sure that every man theroughly understeocd the
part his unit was to plsy. Eech man was given time to look
over the island and get a complete picture in his minﬂ._
Questions were asked and answered to the satisfactien of
81l concerned., Whon the Company Commsnder assured himself
that all present understood thelr own mission, the group .
returngd to their units to prepare for the next day's |
ection, (28)

Supply preparation consisted of issuing esch man armed
with a »ifle two bandoleers of smmmition and twe grengdes,
one fragmentation and one white phosphorous. Wespons pla~
toon was %0 hand cerry its wespons and smmnition. All men
wore to wear Herringbone twills, stoel helmet, cartridge
belt with canteen, aid kit and entrenching tool, If the

(27) (28) Personal Knowledge.
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operation lasted more than one day, fations were to be
sent over from Gorregidor.. Knowing that mines were en the
1sland, ?ira rods were prepared with a white cloth tled to
each rod., These were to be u;ed in marking sny mines locat-
ed as the platoons advanced down the islaﬁd. These markers
were lssued to -each rifle platoon. (29)

Rosters by boat loads were prepared; and every one
was inatructed as to the boat in which he was to rlide and
the loeding order., (30)

Late 1n the afternoon, a hot meal of the best food
availsble was served to the company. Thoe spirit of the men
was high and conversation indicated alérfness toward the
next day's work, By dark all platoons were in their areas
meking last minnte checks and preparatians'or equipment,
(31)

The company was awakened at sbout 0430, 27 March 1945,
and fed a hot breskfast. After breskfast, the cdmpany was
formed according te beat leads, inspected and meoved to San
Jose Beach, Black Beach, on Corregidor to losd in the LCKs,
(32) |

TEE ASSAULT OF CABALLO

From 0630 to 0830, 27 March 1945, nine B-25s and
thirty-four P-51s dropped fifteen tons of demolitlom bembs
and three tons of ﬂapéﬁﬁ%amba on Caballe Island, (33)
From 0835 to 0855, the two battalions of artillery snd the

(28) (30) (31) (32) Personal Enowledge; (33) A4-5,
Pe 78; A-1, p. 503




"

8lmm mortars lald fire on the east beach and in the shallow
water to detonate any mines present. They, also, fired on

likely target areas. The Navy's two Destroyers fired into

caves snd on probable target positions, (34)

At 0900, 27 March 1945, Company E lended on the east
beach of Caballo Island and moved rapidly toward HI1l 1,
(See Map C) The platoons located several mines scattered,
spparently at random, between the beasch and Hill 1, These
 mines were flagged with the markera as the plateons ed-
vanced, No casualties were suffered from mines on the en-
tire ope#ation. (35) Hill 1 was ocoupled by 0915 withéut'
epposlition., Xo enemy dead from the supporting fires were
found, (38)

The Gémpany Commander ordered the platoomns to continme
to Hill 2 in their ssme formation., (See Map C) The pla-
toons moved out down the west aide of Hill 1 toward the
2nd objective, The Company CP was established on Hill 1
with orders to remain until called for by the canpany Come
mander, (37)

At 0928, as the head of the company was approaching
Hill 2 and the tail of the company was on the west side of
H111 1, murderous enemy machine gun end rifle fire was
placed on Company B, Several men were killed and several
wounded., The rear ends of the 1st'and 2nd platoons and the
Company Heaéqnarters were pinned down. (38) The heads of
the platoons moved on up the slope to the plateau on H1ll

(34) A-l, p. 50; A-2 Caballo Islend; Personal Knowledge;

(55) A~5, p. 78; A-l, p. 50; A-2 Caballe Islend; Personal

Enowledge; (36) A-2 Caballo Island; Personal Knowledge;
(37) Perscnsl Knowledge; (38) Personal Knowledge; 4-2
Caballe Islands
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2s It was determined that the enemy fire was coming frem
this platean and from the east entrance te the tunnel,
{See Map D) (39)

The plateons continued teo aﬂ#anoa; firing as they
moved, 60 mm mortar fire was called fer and laid eﬁ the
west entrance te the tunnel where twe machine gnni were
located., This drove the machinme guns back into the protec-
tion of the tumnel, Machine gun and rifle fire continued
to come from the east end of the tummel inte the Company CF,
Battalion CP and already ocrowded ald station., The forward
plateon placed twe twenty-five pound satchel charges im
the east tunnel entrance and momentarily stopped this fire,
The platoens moved on up the platesun destroying all enemy
located and driving those not destroyed back inte the mortar
plts located on the plateau, (40) Machine gun fire agaln
amittad.from the east entrance of the tunnel wounding twe
men in the company CP. The Battallion Commander called fer
the Navy's Destroyer on the south side eof the 1slend to put
direct fire into the tumnel's east entrance and above the
entrance in an'attampt to sesl the tunnel by land slides,
This was done, but the sngle of fire to the long axla of
the tunnel wes s0 great that the fire did not completely
obtain the desired results, (See Map D) The oompany
executive officer directed the rocket launcher man of the
1lst Platoon om Hill 1 to fire the rocket launcher above the
mouth of the tummel to complete the job. This was deme with

{39) (40) Personal Knowledge.
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two men from the company headquarters meking numerous trips
back te the beach for resupply of smmwmition, A4s the rocket
laanchor man continmed to deliver exceedingly accurate fire
above the entrance with HE smmunition, the explosiens of
the reckets csused the land to slide inte the mouth of the
tunnel and seal it, (41) The company continmued to cleen

-

up the platesau,

The Company Commender decided to send the 2nd Platoen
around the right side, North, of the island end the 1lst smd
Srd Platoons arocund the left side, South, and by pass the
'enenq that had been driven back into the pits and tunnel,
These were to be left for G Company which wé.s mopping up
in the rear of E Oompany., (42)

The Znd Platoon moved to the right esnd started around
the north side. of the island on the pletean te H11ll 2, The
lst and 3rd Plaﬁeens moved te the left with the Company Com-
mander, \

As the 2nd Plateon moved up the platean, it was met
with fire from two mechine guns. The platoon was halted
and the platoen leader informed the Company Commender Dby
SCR 536 Redio that it was impossible to advence ereund the
right side of the island becsuse of the two machine guns
end land slides which had blocked the approach. (43) |

The Company Commander ordered the platoon te continmue
on around thé right side, Attempts were mede but were un-
éuecea'si‘ul. Then, the Company Commander ordered the 2nd

(41) Personsl Encowledge; A-2 Oasballo Islamé; (42) Per-
gonal Knowledge; (43) Personal Knowledge.
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Flatoon to rejolm the lst amd 3rd Platoons om the South side
of the islamd. (44) (See Map E)

It is felt, at this time, that a descriptioam of Hill
2, will emable the reader to better understand the problems
of Company E for the next dsy.

Hill 2 rises from Menila Bay on the morth end south
sides, in practioally sheer cliffs, to a height of 371 feet.
(45) The southwest side of the hill, also, drops into the
sea. From the northwest side of the hill the ground tapers
off into a sharp ridge that runs west to the end of the is-
lsnd. The east side is & vertical eliff thet drops per-
pendicularly into the mortar pits omn the plétaan at the east
base of Hi11l 2., (See Map E)

Approaching'rrum the east slde of Hill 2, there was an
incline on the southeast side of the plateau which rose at
sbout 45 degrees elewvation to the ridge om the hill. This
ridge, sbout two feet wide, ran north at about 30 degrees
olevetion wp to the top 6f the hill, The entire hill was
devoid of vegetation. Loose rodk covered the ridge and hill
top. On the top of the hill there was a concrete OP. (3ee
Mep E) (48)

The Company Commander led the three platoons up the 45
degree incline on the southeast side of the plateau end te
the »ridge of Hill 2. As each man made a mad dash to reech
the protéction of the ridge, enemy machine gur fire followed
him up the incline lieking at his heels., We all wondered

(44) Personal Knowledge; (45) 4-3, p. 13; (48) &-3, p.
133 A-l, pe. 50; Personal Enowledge. :

15




why the enemy did not elevate his guns to fire a few feet
higher. Had he done se, we would have been denled Hill 2
at this tiﬁs. (47)

With the bulk of the company en the »idge, the ascent
to the top began. The company had to move by crawling end
creeplng as the machine guns in the mortar pits were zeroed
in on the ridge., The ridge, being only sbout two feet wide,
afforded no cover to a man standing or c¢rouching, Sheer
eliffs dictated 2 single file, The movement was slow end
enemy fire was continuous. Four men were killed; several
wounded and a few injured in the ascent to the top ef the
hill, (48)

Darkness closed in and E Company was léoateé Just short
of the erest of the hill, There was a cliff shout ten feet
high between E Company and the orest. There was no way %o
go around this cliff and no apparent way of ascending it.
Contrary te compsny policy, movement sbove ground after dark
was necessary ﬁt this time. The leading members of the
company started looking for a mesmns of getting up this eliff,
The others clung te the ground to avoid enemy flre and fall-
ing off the cliffs., 8ome tied thelir belts to roots and
rocks te aid in holding themselves., Loose rocks rolled
down the c¢liffs inte the mortar pits and the enemy opened
fire with automatic 20 mm éntiairoraft guns against the
side of the cliff, (49)

The platoon sergeant of the 1st Platoon and a couple
(47) (48) (49) Personal Knowledge,
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of others managed to acale the cliffs snd ﬁork thelr way

to the top of the hill and to the concrete OP. There was
no enemy there. They returned to the top of the ¢liff emd
sta;ted moving the company up the cliff, Moat of the ra-
mainder of the night was spent in getting these not wounded
or desd up to the top of the hill., The dead were left be-
hind, The wounded were given aid and they worked ﬁheir way
back down the ridge to N point from which they could be
evecuated the next day. Enemy 20 mm, machine gun end rifle
fire from the pits continued throughout the night.

At dewn, 28 March 1945, we find the bulk of Company E
on the crest of Hill 2 in and around the concrete OP. The
company waa crowded onto a small knob about fifteen yar@s
wide and twenty yards long, the highest point on the island,
(See Map E) (50) |

Resupply of ammunition, food and water had been im-
pessible. The men om Hill 2 had not had foeod since the land-
ing. Thelr canteens were empty. Wounded and dead were stiil
on the ridge. Evacuation had been impossible. (51)
| An LCH with a rope gun fired a rope up the south side
of the ridge and the wounded were evacuated down the cliff
on this rope. Those men with leass serious wounds tied the
seriously wounded to their backs and carried them down the
¢liff. The dead were left to be evacusted leter., (52) .
(See Map E)

Te occupy the entire top of Hill 2 and to move on teo

(50) A-3, p. 14; Personal Enowledge; (51) Personal Know.
ledge; (52) A-1l, p. 513 A-2 Caballo Island,.
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H111 3, 1t was necessary to move the company across a small
saddle between two knolls at the top of the hill., The ridge
between thesze two knells was sbout two feet wide and twenty
yards long. The Company Commander called for smoke te be
- laid between the pits and the saddle., The artillery on
Corregidor plsced the amoke in exactly the proper place,
considering the wind, te screen the saddle, The ¢company,
less seven men who were unable to go on, moved, on the runm,
across the ridge in single file under the cover of smoke,
The enemy fired blindly into the smoke across the saddle,
No casualtles were suffered. The seven men were left on
the south knoll to occupy it. (53) (See Map E)

| At this time, efforts were msde to resupply Company E
by ailr. Rope and water had bﬁenlloaded inteo the artillery
lisison plane and flown from Corregidor. Tha.water was put
in metsl shell containers from the artillery as they would
withstand the drop without parathutes. 'Saveral attempts
wore mads to drop this water on the knmoll, Finally, one
container ceme to rest without falling off the cliff, Thils
was only enough for each man to get & small taste, However,
1t was enough to keep them going.

The company moved on toward the west end of the islend
and H1ll 3, (See Map F) While no enemy was encountered
during the rest of the day on the northwest side of Hill 2,
there were numerous caves and likely gun positions that had
to be "Sweated out" and sealed, The compsny spent the night

(53) A-1, p. 51; A-2 Caballe Island; Personal Enowledge.
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occupying the two kmolls on Hill 2, and the northwest side
of the hill., (See Map F) The enemy centinmed to fire f:am
the pits., The fire was lneffective., (54)

On the 20th of March, the Company Commander sent the
2nd Platoon on a patrol to Hill 3, They encountered no
enemy resistance. The enemy had declined to defend this
ground. (See Haﬁ F) The remainder of the dgy was spent in
resupply and care of equipment,

To supply the company 1t was necessary to bring the
supplies en an LCM to the nmorth side of the island.wesé of
Hill 2. Here 1t was unloaded on the beach and hand carried
up the hill, All supplies hed to be put on a pack-béard in
order to allow the carrier to use his hands and pull himself
up the hill by rope.

In the period from 30 March to 3 April E Company con-
tinued to ocoupy all the high ground on the lsland west of
Hill 2, Company sctivities comsisted of patrolling, sesal-
ing caves and observing inte the plta for snemy sactivity.

G Company had surrounded the pits from the east slde smd
contained the enemy. (See Map F) Mesnwhils, the battalien
had resorted teo such plans as using temks, pouring oil from
drums inte the pits, dropping bombs into the tunnel ventl-
lating shafts, firing artillery concentrations on the pita,
throwing grenades and amoke pots into the pits; making loud
spesker breadcasts te the enemy, and dropping surrender
pamphlets 1ﬁto the pits, However, the enemy refused te ceme

(54) Personal Enowledge; A-l, p. S5l
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out and surrender. (55)

Late in the afternoom of 3 April, one platoen of Com-
pany G relleved Company E on the west end of the 1sland and
Company E was sent back to Corregidor for rest and het food.
The company arrived back in its area on Corregidor in time
to clesn up and eat a hot meal before dark, Shortly after

dark most of the company was sound asleep from exhamstion,

- (56)

~{58) (87

During the night the Company Commsender received s
megsage from the battalion rear CP on Corregider that it ap-
peared that the enemy might mske an attempt to come out of
the pits during the night, If so, Compeny E was to return
to Caballe. (57)

This proved te be true and at 0505, 4 !pfil 1945, the

-onemy begen a suleidsl Banzal attack and E Company was called

back to Csballo. (58)

Company B was loaded into an LCM at Sen Jose Beach on
Corregidor and started back to Csbsllo, The plan was to land
one squad snd ome officer on the scuth beach at the base of
H11l 2 to reinforce G Company, The reamainder of the company
was to continue on the LCM to the east beach and destroy all

‘enemy between the east beach and Hill 2. (59) (See Map G)

~ " phe shores of the south beach were exceedingly rocky

and the coxswaln feared that if he pulled the LCM in teo
¢close to the shore he would beach the boat. Tmms, he stopped
the LCM snd lowered the ramp before the boat reached the

(55) a3 p. 15; A-2 Caballe Island; Personal Knowledge;

Persenal Knowledge; (58) A-1, pe 52; A-2
Cabsllo Island; A-3, p. 15; (59) Personal Enowledge.
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shore.- The ene 6fr1§er and one squad debarked from the
LCM into water nearly neck deep. The last man to leave the
LCM was the BAR man. As he stepped off of the ramp, a wave
pushed the LCM forward and pinned his leg under the rsmp.
The company executive officer and the platoon sergesnt of
the 2nd Platoon ran out on the rsmp and pulled him back inte
. the boat. At the ssme time, the coxswain raised the ramp
end started backing the LCM out., As the LCM turned, an
enemy machine gun loecated on the piatoan of Hill 2 fired
into the LCM hitting the platoon sergeant éf the 2nd Plateon

and one other man, The LCM continued on te the east besch.

En route, aid was given to the two wounded men snd they were

1e£§kon the LCM./ As the boat soraped the beach, the Compsny

N Conmander told the Compeny Executive Officer to take charge

of the 2nd Flatoon. The platoon leader had been left on
Corregldor with swollen and infected hends end the platoen
sergeent had just been wounded. (60)

""" ®he 2nd platoon, one officer and seven men, moved to
the left as they debarked., Their misslon was to destroy any
enemy on the southeast end of the island, The lat end Srd
platoons moved directly inland to relieve the situation on
Hi1l 1 eround the battalion CP, (61) (8ee Map G)

The 2nd Platoon met no resistance and rejelned the
company on Hill 1, The lst and 3rd Platoons killed several
of the enemy as they moved up and around Hill 1. They killed
most of the enemy arcund the battalion CP, G Company, from

(60) (61) Perscnel Enowledge.
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the plateam, observed twelve of the enemy go into a cave on
the south side of Eill 1, They radiced this information to
E Oompeny, The Company Commender ordered the Company Execu-
tive Officer, then 2nd Platoon Leader, to tske a detail and
"blow" the cave. The Company Executive Officer got three /é/(,
men to go with him te seel the cava.fiﬁﬂi;:&iﬁ:?ﬁﬁ:&gg;:;ﬁi”
teams with them to bring.bank 2 dead mschline gun crew of H
Company which had been sttached to Compeny G. The 1itter
teams followed the demolition team. To got to the cave, it
was necessary to crawl ﬁhrough approximately twelve dead
enemy and the dead machine gun crew. ‘This was done and the
litter teems sccomplished thelr mission end returmed., The
demolition team placed the charge and passed back through

the enemy dead, The cave was demolished and éll inside eof
it killed, Seversel minutes lster, one of the men of E Gom~
pany noticed one of the supposedly dead enemy, those which
the demolition team had passed through twice, crawling slow-
ly down the hill, He killed the crawling man, (62)

o4 At sbout 1000, 4 April 1945, E Compeny Commender was
¢called to the Battalion Hbadqnarﬁers to take over the job ¢f
Battalion Executive COfficer. This ma&e the Company Executive
Officer, then acting as 2nd Platoon Leader, the Company Com-
mender. (63) |

The Compeny contlnued to patrel the beachea, The 3rd
Flatoon patrolled the beach on the scuth slde of the island
end found ne enemy. The lat Platoon patrolled the beach en

{62) (63) Personsl EKnowledge.
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the north side and killed seven. Some of these seven Were
coaxed to surrender. They refused to do so. (64) The Com~
pany returned te FHill 1 and set up a perimeter saround the
Battalion OP for the night, (See Map H} For the next six
days the company reméinad at this location patralliﬁg the
island every dasy to destroy any enemy that slipped out of
the pits during the night. (65) %

During this time the englneers built s pipe line from
the south beach to the pits., (See Msp H) The pipe was
connected te am LCM loaded with a pump and tanks holding
about 3,000 gellonz of éae and oil mixture., This gas and
oil mixture was pumped into the east pit on the Sﬁh of April
and ignited by a WP mortar shell, Enemy fire still came
from the west pit. (66) The next dasy, 6 April, the process
was repeated on the West pit and another 3,000 gallons of
gas and oll mixture was ignited with a WP shell in the west
pit. This seemed to give much better results them the
procesa on 6 April 1945. Thns, it was plarmed to repeat the
process on the west plt end sdd demolitions. Om 7 April
. 1945, two 500 pound bombs were lowered down the ventllatoer
shaft into the tunnel on thb‘narth side of the island, At
the same time & 500 pound charge of TNT was placed in the
east entrance of the tunnel. (See Msp H) 3,000 gallons of
o1l snd ges were again pumped into the west pit., All troops
moved off the platesu on Hill 2 and the ges end oil mixture
was ignited by WP mortar shells, Following this, the twe

(64) (65) Personsl Enowledge; (66) A4-l, p. 52; A-2
Caballo Island; &-3, pe 1l6. :

21



500 pound bombs and the 500 pound TNT charge were detonated.
This resulted in a tremendous fire and numerous exploslons |
underground. The fire and explosions continuved on into the
night and the next dsy. (87)

On ¢ April 1945, a prisoner was tsken in ﬂanila Bay as
he attempted to swim awsy from Caballe. Ee was taken ta\tho
Battalion Rear CP on Corregidor snd interrogated, He volun-
teered %o go back into the plts and attempt tn-gat the
others to surrender smd to report how many were atill there.
(68)

On 10 April 1945, this pﬁisoner was taken to the west
tunnel entrance and freed to go back into the pits., As he
started into the pits, he hesitated and took the shoes off
of a dead man at the entrance to the tunmel, He put these
shoes on himself and proceeded into the tunnel and pits.
(69) After spending abdut en hour in the pits, he returned
and reported: All automatic weapons had been reduced, food
end water were exhausted and there were twenty enemy and 18
rifles with sbout 10 rounds of aymmumition each in the plts,
The enewy in the pits refused te surrender, They indicated
that they would either meke another banzal attack or commit
hari-kari., (70) |

Company E was withdrawn from Csballe Islend on 10 April
1945, and moved back to Corregidor to prepare for its next
operation, (71)

A patrol from Company G entered the pits on 13 lprii
(67) A-l, p. 52-54; A-2 Csballo Island; A-3, p. 163
&-5, pe 78; Personal Knowledge; (68) A-2 Caballo Island;
(69} ~Personsl Enowledge; (70) A-2 Csbsllo Island; (71)
A-2 Caballe Island; Personal Notes.
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1945, They kllled one already wounded enemy and counted
fifty dead. (72) The 2nd Battalion was relleved of the
responsibillity of Caballo Island the same day. ('73)

During the operation there had been 220 enemy killled,
50 found desd and 3 captured. (74) Of these, Company E
had killed 202 plus possibly some of the 50 found dead.
(75)

ANALYSIS AND GRITICISH

The fact that the Company Commander hed been sble teo
take all of the campan& officers snd non-commissioned offi-
cers to a vantage point frem which they could observe the
ground they were to operate over was of great assistance
to the success of this operation. 4lso, in issuing the
order from this vantage point it was possible for the Com-
pany Commender to stress particular points and assure him-
self that everyone understood the detalls,

There was adequate time allowed for indlvidual prepara-
tion and orientation of all personnel prier to departure for
the assault,

The battalion plan was sound'and its executiocn accom-
plished without confusion,

Coordination and cooperation between the Army, Navy and
Alr Corps was excellent,

The preparatory fires of the Navy, the Artillery and
the Alr Corps undoubtedly drove the enemy underground prior

(72) (73) A-2 Csballo Islend; (74) A-1, p, 54 & 123;
A-2, Caballo Island; (75) A~-7, pe 10; Personal EKnowledge.
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to the landing by the assault troops. The time between the
11fting of these fires and the time 1t took the enemy to
recover was adequate for the assault troops te gain a firm
foothold on the island without s casualty.

dince the mopping-up troops followed the assaﬁlt come-
pany 80 clesely, 1t was possible for Compsny E to conmit all
three rifle platoons 6n 1ine and not employ a support. Thls,
also, assisted the assault company in by-passing a strong
point in so far as the mopping-up company could immedistely
engage the enemy belng by~passed,

Marking the mines, by the leading units ms they passed
through, enabled troops in resar to avolid them end assisted
the engineers ln locating the mines. Thls, undoubtedly,
saved many lives, |

It would have been impossible to move across the two
knolls on Hil; 2 without casuslties i1f smoke had not been
avallable, Thia smoke was well placed congidering the smsll
target snd the wind, |

The decision of the Battzlion Commender to burn the
eneny out of the pits, instead of forcing entry into the
pits, was a wise declsion. The cost of lives and equipment,
as well as time, would have been far greater had entry been
forced into the pits.

The trick of playing dead, used by thg enemy, wWas an
old trick., However, 1t was used successfully aga;nst our
troops on numerous occasions during the Paclfic Csmpalgn.

The fact that the coxswaln, on the LCM which deposited
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the squad on the éouth side of the island, kmew the limita.
tlons end capabilities of his craft possibly saved the
lives of meny men in Compeny E, If this LCM had beached
and been unable to withdraw, the entire company would have
been trepped inside the craft with a machine gun. firing
directly into 1t,

The operation was a success and the mission accomplish-
ed, The first convoy of Amorican ships entered Menils Bay

while this operation was in process, (76)
LESSORS

1, Amphibious lendings initiated in daylight hours

enable the troops to move rapidly through.obgtacles with a
miniaum of confuslon and delay.

4 2, Preparatory fires, while not slwsys inflicting

casualties, keep the enemy neutrslized until the infentry

can establish 1tself in a position to acccmplish its mission,

i s, llarking located mines by leading elements of sdvanc-

e res A

ing troops enable the troops following te aveld the m:lnea

and reduoes the hazard of the anginears 1n locating theso

R e 4wt

m@ﬁo
J 4, Troops should :!.nspect end be poaitive that all

\\\\\ e AU 13 Ao s £l g

enemy being passed are dead or. aecurod ir such a manner as

i A

to not be a menace at a later time,

5. £Smoke is essentlal in,meen;gg;_ga terrain that

is completely void of vegetation or depressions through

which troeps can be moved.

(76) Personal EKnowledge.
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6o Gompany officers and non-commissloned officers

Tarom o

mist, at all times, be prepared to i:ake ever jobs of the

—————
next h:t_.gher level or next lower level on a momont‘s netiee.

Te Troops operating on precipitious terrain should

A RS 8 s sk rampet

make arrangements to cs.rry rope with them prien to atsrting

SRR Sl EE

&n operation, (It would probably be best if each soldiler
carried a short section of light weight, high tenaile strength
rapo.) 7

8¢ Lesnding crafts discharging troops 1n deep water,

where the ramp does not touch the bsach, mey cause sdditional

Ny

avoldable caaualtios.

p—

e Pla:aning, cuoréination end coeperation of the

PR

hlghest degree betwoen tho arms snd branches o.f tho sarv.tca

FLOTEen = T B i

%’ossen‘tial to
NI

ys operation.
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